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8 April 1988 
Congo 
Foreign Minister Attends Meeting in Egypt 
for Cairo 


Departs 
ABO5S1151 Dakar PANA in French 0928 GMT 5 Apr 88 


{Excerpt} Brazzaville, 5 April (ACI/PANA)—Congolese 
Foreign Minister Antoine Ndinga-Oba left Brazzaville 
on 4 April for Cairo where he is leading his country’s 
delegation to the first meeting of the Congolese-Egyptian 
Cooperation Commission. The deliberations of this 
commission, which was established in August 1986, 
could, on the other hand, result in the creation of a 
private Egyptian forestry company in Congo and Libya. 
[sentence as received] The experts of the two count-ies 
will also discuss the possibilities of signing a banking 
agreement between Congo and Egypt, it was learned 
without further details from the Congolese Ministry of 
foreign Affairs. The meeting will also enable business- 
men from the two countries to undertake a mutually 
beneficial cooperation. A delegation of the Union of 
Congolese Businessmen led by its chairman, Mr Djibril 


Bopaka, arrived on its second visit to the Egyptian 


capital a few days ago. 


In addition to these issues, the two delegations will 
discuss the exchange of experience in the sociocultural, 
scientific, and technical fields. In that regard, several 
agreements relating to audiovisual activities and the 
exchange of maps and veterinary, zoological, and medic- 
inal research could be signed. According to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Congo could request [words indis- 
tinct] which train specialists in pediatric emergency 
medicine and clinical biochemistry. [passage omitted] 


Arrives, Met by Ghali 
NC051225 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1205 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Cairo, 5 Apr (MENA)—Congolese Foreign 
Minister Antoine Ndinga-Oba arrived in Cairo at noon 
today on a 4-day visit to Egypt. 


In an arrival statement, the Congolese minister said he is 
bringing a written message to President Husni Mubarak 
from Congolese President Denis Sassou-Nguesso. He 
added that he would attend the meetings of the Egyptian- 
Congolese Joint Committee, due to open at the Foreign 
Ministry this evening. The committee will discuss Afri- 
can issues of common interest and ways to promote 
bilateral relations. The Congolese guest was received at 
the airport by Dr Butrus Ghali, minister of state for 
foreign affairs. [passage omitted] 


Joint Committee Meets 
NC051841 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1700 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Cairo, 5 Apr (MENA)—The meetings of the 
first session of the joint committee of the Arab Republic 


of Egypt and the People’s Republic of the Congo began 
this afternoon. 
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Dr Butrus Ghali, minister of state for foreign affairs, 
chaired the Egyptian delegation to the talks, while 
Antoine Ndinga-Oba, Congolese minister of foreign 
affairs and cooperation, led the Congolese si le. He had 
arrived in Cairo earlier today. 


During the meetings, which will last 3 days, the two sides 
will exchange views on international and regional issues 
within the framework of the joint cooperation between 
Egyptian and Congolese diplomacy. [passage omitted] 


Conveys Message to Mubarak 
NC061148 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1040 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] Cairo, 6 Apr (MENA)—President Muhammad 
Husni Mubarak has received a message from Congolese 
President Denis Sassou-Nguesso, Congolese Foreign 
Minister Antoine Ndinga-Oba said following a meeting 
with President Mubarak today. 


The Congolese minister said the message falls within the 
framework of constant contacts between the two presi- 
dents since President Sassou’s visit to Egypt last year. He 
added that President Mubarak entrusted him with a 
message to the Congolese president on the African 
situation, on both the political and economic levels, the 
situation in the Middle East, and relations between 
Africa and various countries. 


The Congolese minister stated that his meeting with the 


president dealt with fraternal cooperation and the inter- 
national political issues which concern the African and 
other continents. 


Joint Issued 
NC071519 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1415 GMT 7 Apr 88 


{Excerpt} Cairo, 7 Apr (MENA)—Egypt and Congo have 
asserted that the convocation of an international confer- 
ence on peace in the Middle East, under UN auspices, in 
accordance with UN Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338, and with the participation of all parties con- 
cerned provides the best opportunity to find a just, 
lasting, and peaceful solution to the main problem of the 
region. 


The two countries commended the heroic resistance 
which has been going on in the West Bank and Gaza for 
20 yea;rs. They also strongly condemned the repression 
and persecution practiced by the Israeli occupation 
authorities, the arbitrary use of violence and suppression 
against unarmed Palestinian civilians, and the expulsion 
of Palestinian citizens from their land, which constitute 
a violation of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 


This came in the joint communique issued today at the 
conclusion of the meetings of the Egyptian-Congolese 
Joint Committee. 
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In the communique, Egypt and Congo asserted their 
adherence to the principles and objectives of the OAU. 
The two countries condemned the policy of racial dis- 
Crimination and the shameful practices of the racist 
regime in Pretoria. They called on the international 
community to impose binding sanctions on that regime 
to guarantee the full elimination of apartheid and the 
immediate and unconditioned implementation of UN 
Security Council resolution 495 on Namibia’s indepen- 
dence. 


The two countries renewed their support for liberation 
movements in South Africa, the South-West African 
People’s Organization, and the frontline countries. They 
also reiterated support for efforts to maintain Chad’s 
independence and sovereignty and to implement the 
various OAU and UN resolutions on the Western Saha- 
ra, as well as the provisions of the final communique of 
the OAU extraordinary summit on Africa’s foreign 
debts. In this connection, the two countries expressed 
their willingness to continue their endeavors to ensure 
that the provisions of the final communique of that 
summit are put into effect. [passage omitted] 


Tripartite Conference Opens in Brazzaville 
ABO71111 Dakar PANA in French 
0816 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 7 Apr (ACI/PANA)—The fourth tri- 
partite conference of the central supervisory organs of 
three ruling parties—Frelimo (Mozambique), MPLA 
(Angola), and the Congolese Labor Party (PCT)— 
opened yesterday in Brazzaville with the strengthening 
of their cooperation as the keynote. The central organs of 
supervision and inspection of the PCT, Frelimo, and 
MPLA will hold discussions until 15 April on the func- 
tioning of their respective parties. Discussions will be 
based on themes including “supervision, an integral part 
of the creation of a Marxist-Leninist party; organization; 
competence and the functioning of the central organs of 
supervision and inspection; and the annual inspection of 
the party.” Other themes that will also be developed at 
this fourth conference are the fight against ideologies 
opposed to Marxism-Leninism, and the experience in 
the field of direct and indirect supervision of the party's 
grassroots central organs. 


CENTRAL AFRICA 
Consensus on Dam Not Reached 
ABO021654 Paris AFP in French 
0934 GMT | Apr 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 1 Apr (AFP)—Zairian, Congolese, 
and CAR transportation ministers who met in Brazza- 
ville to discuss the regionalization of the project for the 
construction by Zaire of a hydroelectric dam at Mobaye 
on the Oubangui River have parted without reaching a 
consensus. The three ministers, Sampassa Kaweta 
Milombe (Zaire), Pierre Gonifei Ngaibonanou (CAR), 
and Hilaire Mounthaulen (Congo), who met on 28 
through 31 March, did not reach an agreement as a result 
of poor studies on the regionalization of the project, a 
communique issued .n Thursday [31 March] at the end 
of the deliberations stated. 


According to the communique, the three officials agreed 
to meet again in July in Brazzaville, the capital of Congo, 
to add to the studies on the project which will be sited 
378 km downstream from Bangui (CAR). This project 
provides for the supply of electric power to the northern 
regions of Zaire and CAR. Congo also wants this power 
supply extended to the northern parts of its territory. 
The regionalization of this project, which would need an 
additional financial contribution of 3 billion CFA francs 
from the three states, would make it possible to raise the 
dam from its initial height of 5.5 m to 8.5 m to enable 
constant navigation all the way to Bangui on the Congo 
and Oubangui rivers. Navigation between Bangui, Braz- 
zaville, and Kinshasa, it is observed, is only possible for 
6 months of the year. For the rest of the time, insufficient 
water depth make it compulsory to ship only partial 
loads. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Soviet Women’s Group Pays Visit 
ABO061112 Malabo Domestic Service in Spanish 
0600 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] The visit to our country on 3 [date indistinct] by 
a delegation of the Committee of Soviet Women was at 
the center of the discussions held between Purification 
Ado N’do, deputy minister of women’s promotion and 
social welfare, and the counselor at the Soviet Embassy 
in Malabo. During their discussions, which were also 
attended by Rosa Obome Aton, permanent secretary at 
the ministry, the deputy minister and the Soviet diplo- 
mai aisO examined other issues relating to the good 
relations between the Committee of Soviet Women and 
the Ministry of Women’s Promotion. 


8 April 1988 


LD071132 Lisbon International Service in Portuguese 
1015 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] The Lisbon weekly TEMPO, out today, quotes 
unidentified Angolan sources to the effect that seven 
military intelligence officers in Luanda have been given 
heavy prison sentences and expelled from the Armed 
Forces for plotting a coup d'etat to oust President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos. 


According to the weekly’s sources, the seven were 
charged with fabricating accusations against severa! 
Luanda high officials with the aim of preparing a coup 
led by the intelligence service. TEMPO says that Presi- 
dent Dos Santos himself and his Soviet-born wife were 
accused by the plotters of corruption and of trafficking in 
diamonds and cars of a renowned marque. 


The weekly names the alleged plotters, adding that they 
have been sentenced to terms ranging from 15 to 20 


years. 


Dos Santos Speech Praises FAPLA Heroism 
MBO070824 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Speech by FAPLA Commander in Chief Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos at a ceremony honoring 19 FAPLA soldiers 
for distinction in 3d and 6th Military Region action in 
Luanda on 6 April; from the “Special Page” program— 
recorded] 


[Text] Comrade generals, officers, soldiers, noncommis- 
sioned officers, and sailors; distinguished guests: We 
have just witnessed a very important act, symbolized in 
this simple but very meaningful ceremony. The fact that 
these courageous and distinguished FAPLA soldiers and 
the highest ranking officers in our country’s military 
leadership are here is evidence of the importance of this 
ceremony. It also shows that we assign great importance 
to the heroic feats of the valorous soldiers present here, 
(?to whom I have been introduced). 


This group of distinguished soldiers is only one of many 
examples among the FAPLA forces today. There have 
been acts of bravery and heroism in many areas and 
regions of our national territory. However, our latest 
actions in the southern provinces, notably in Cuando 
Cubango and Cunene Provinces, have been full of (?sin- 
gular) bravery and heroism. They will fill brilliant pages 
in the history of our people’s struggle to preserve their 
national independence. 


I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the 
distinguished comrades, officers, and soldiers. They 
have earned this honor and distinction through their 
disciplined conduct and the courageous manner in which 
they have confronted our people's enemies. I would like 
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to wish them lots of courage. The path ahead is still long 
and difficult, because they enemy will not easily abandon 
its plans to retake our territory and recolonize Angola. 


Your (?action) and your personal commitment are today 
a source of pride for all Angolan young people and for all 
Angolans from Cabinda Province to Cunene Province. 
Inside Angola and abroad, everyone is following the 
great and violent battles being fought between progres- 
sive and reactionary forces in southern Angola, most 
notably in Cuito Cuanavale. Thanks to your bravery, 
acute sense of responsibility, great patriotism, and your 
revolutionary and patriotic spirit, we have been able to 
defeat the enemy and prevent him from carrying out his 
macabre plans. 


All our people, our fatherland must be grateful for the 
firm and determined manner in which you, comrades, 
have imposed the people’s will on the enemy. Perhaps if 
we did not have a war on our hands, we couid use your 
abilities, your genius, and your courage to help resolve 
other pressing problems facing our people. Because of 
the war, we have mastered military techniques, even the 
most sophisticated military techniques, quite quickly. 


Comrades, in Cuando Cubango Province and in other 
regions you have proven that we evolved from a guerrilla 
force—as recently as 1974 and 1975—to a modern 
regular army. You have demonstrated that we Angolans 
are able to assimilate the most sophisticated war tech- 
niques in order to defend ourselves. Whether in the 
mechanical, [words indistinct] fields or in the field of 
military engineering, you, comrades, have shown that 
despite the fact that we are an underdeveloped people— 
I would even say, a backward people with a heavy 
colonial legacy of illiteracy and shortage of technical 
cadres—who are capable of assimilating the most diffi- 
cult theories of modern war and the most complex 
scientific and technical details. We are also able to 
master the most sophisticated weapons of war in order to 
defend our fatherland. Here we have are pilots, distin- 
guished military chiefs, and valorous soldisrs. 


Thus, I believe that you, comrades, are teaching the 
enemy a major lesson. They are racists. They thought 
they would come here and find a backward and under- 
developed people, incapable of understanding those 
techniques and of organizing the defense of Angola’s 
independence and territorial integrity. They believe in 
the white race’s supremacy over the black race. They 
think that blacks do not have the same intellectual 
capabilities, that they are unable to assimilate (?techni- 
cal) [words indistinct] they are different [words indis- 
tinct}. Comrades, you have proven that we are the same. 
Differences between men should not be a result of their 
color. Men should be differentiated only on account of 
[words indistinct] their work, their behavior in society, 
their commitment to the defense of noble and just 
causes, and their commitment to progress. They must 
seek ways to help people progress and achieve fraternity. 


would certainly be in a different situation. 


We would like to do that. We will do it one day. Today, 
we are doing it as much as we can. However, we have to 
define our priorities. We cannot deal with everything 
else and resolve all these problems in a satisfactory 
manner unless we pay attention to the most important 
problem of all: the defense of our fatherland and the 
defense of our independence. If we are not independent, 
if we do not have a fatherland, we cannot resolve 
problems of production and well-being. Thus, we are 
very proud to know that there are comrades on the 
frontline—and all are like that—who are firmly commit- 
ted to the defense of the Angolan people and our 
revolution’s gains. 


Sometimes, it is difficult to distinguish between the 
frontline and the rearguard because our combat is one 
combat, although we fight on military, economic, social, 
political, and diplomatic fronts. Our sole aim, though, is 
to defend the Angolan people, preserve their indepen- 
dence, and create the conditions for implementation of 
the MPLA-Labor Party’s program and the growth of 
socialism in the People’s Republic of Angola. Thus, we 
try to instill in all soldiers and cadres the need for 
coordinated and unified action in all areas, from the 
frontline to the rearguard, so that we t the 
enemy on all fronts. 


aE 


It is with great bitterness that we sometimes run into 
cases of negligence in the civilian and rearguard sectors. 


itary techniques. South Africa has a strong economy. 
South Africa has important financial i 

has qualified cadres. Thus, we are fighting against an 
enemy that is not weak. We are behind in relations to 
South Africa because we only became independent 12 
years ago. South Africa is an older and more consoli- 
dated state. In order to bridge this gap, we must go faster. 
We must work more. We must learn more and learn 
faster in all fields: in the military, scientific, economic, 
legal, engineering, general social sciences, and other 
fields. We must learn fast. Especially on the military 
front, we must continue working to perfect our units in 
terms of organization, discipline, protection, mainte- 
nance, and combat techniques. We must perfect our 
knowledge of military theory and tactical strategy. We 
must know how to conduct operations and lead forces in 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


wartime. We need to perfect increasingly our military 
knowledge, our military discipline, and our military 
Organization in order to make rational use of the cadres, 
the personnel, and the available means so that we can 
defeat the enemy, thus guaranteeing protection and 
relative stability to the Angolan people. 


Thus, comrades, I believe that this brief ceremony, 
which has allowed me to talk with you, will be repeated. 
You are still a small number of distinguished soldiers. 
However, there are many soldiers distinguishing them- 
selves from Cabinda Province to Cunene Province. 
Today, we are a people which has taken up arms. We are 
a people determined to build its happiness and deter- 
mined to prevent the enemy from destroying its gains as 
well as those things for which past generations fought. 
They left us heroic fighting traditions. We have inherited 
them, and we want to preserve them as well as continue 
to follow [word indistinct]. The Angolan people are 
fighting everywhere in Angola. 


I said earlier that these ceremonies will certainly be 
repeated. Our struggle continues. The enemy does not 
want to give up. On the other hand, we are not ready to 
accept neocolonialism. We do not want to live under 
Pieter Botha’s boot. Our people have long chosen the 
path of dignity and freedom. Today, our people are 
independent. Cost what it may, our people will continue 
to defend their independence. | think that only [words 
indistinct] because you, comrades, have understood that 
our struggle is just. You, comrades, believe that for us 
there is no path other than the struggle to preserve our 
independence and sovereignty. You, comrades, are faith- 
ful to our people. You are faithful to our party's political 
line. You, comrades, love progress and our people’s 
well-being. For those reasons, you comrades never hesi- 
tated. In difficult times, you never thought twice about 
losing your own lives to prevent the racists and the 
UNITA bandits from defeating our military forces. 


I would like to congratulate you yet again and encourage 
you to continue this high sense of responsibility, patrio- 
tism and revolution. If we all ait like this, if all the 
Angolan youth follow these examples of bravery, cour- 
age, and heroism, our victory will be certain. 


The struggle continues. Victory is certain. 


10 UNITA Soldiers Reported Killed in Cabinda 
ABO71842 Paris AFP in French 1651 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] Libreville, 7 Apr (AFP)—About 10 UNITA (the 
Angolan armed opposition supported by South Africa 
and the United States) guerrilla soldiers have been killed 
in clashes between the forces of Mr Jonas Savimbi’s 
movement and those of the Front for the Liberation of 
the Cabinda Enclave (FLEC) from 20 to 23 March in the 
Cabinda Province (northern Angola). According to a 
FLEC communique reaching AFP today, two it its 
fighters died in the clashes which took place near Nlela, 
in the Dinge region. 
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Also, the FLEC, which demdnds the independence of the 
Cabinda enclave, accused UNITA of massacring 23 
civilians in the Lico area, near the Cabinda town of 
Loudana. The communique also deplored “the blocking 
by government of negotiations on the status” of the 
province, stating that the FLEC is prepared to resume 
talks. 


UNITA Ciazges MPLA With Charch Bombing Bid 
MB0806.'2 (Clandestine) KUP in English t2 Southern 
and Ceniral Africa 0600 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the Free Land of 
Angola, 8 April (KUP)—UNITA has strongly repudiated 
the reported attempted bombing of a cathedral in the 
cential Angolan city of Huambo last Easter Suaday as a 
barbiric and desperate act by the Luanda authorities 
agg.nst innocent worshippers in an attempt to under- 
mine UNITA’s mass support. 


A communique signed by UNITA secretary for informa- 
tion, Dr Jaka Jamba, reminds the MPLA regime and its 
Soviet and Cuban allies that the solution to the conflict 
in Angola does not lie in the use of tactics of terrorism 
and intimidation, adding that it is the Soviet Union and 
Cuban which are in fact standing in the way of peace and 
national reconciliation in Angola. 


The communique notes that the Soviet Union and its 
MPLA allies have for a long time been carrying out a 
police of terrorism against the civilian population in 
Angola by deliberately placing bombs in public places in 
a bid to later blame UNITA. 


Referring to the findings of an independent team of 
investigators, led by world famous Belgian toxicologist, 
Professor A. Heyndricke, which recently concluded that 
there is proof that the Soviet-Cuban backed MPLA 
troops are ;using chemical warfare in Angola, the state- 
ment says this demonstrates the extent to which the 
Luanda regime is prepared to use terrorist tactics against 
innocent civilians in Angola in a futile attempt to cling to 
power. 


Commentary Condemns Attacks 
MBO071546 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 7 Apr 88 


{[ANGOP Commentary: “A Terrorism Similar To All 
Others;” from the “For the Record” program] 


[Text] Last Sunday the citizens’ vigilance thwarted an 
attempt by Pretoria’s acolytes to detonate a highly potent 
device in Huambo Cathedral during a religious service. 
If such a criminal act had succeeded when Catholics 
were celebrating Easter Sunday Mass, a highly attended 
religious service, martiy lives would have been lost. 
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On the same day as their failure in Huambo, another 
attempt by UNITA puppets to destroy a maternity home 
in Cunje District, in Bie Province, also was thwarted. 


Although these places are more than 100km apart, we 
cannot separate the two actions. In both cases the targets 
were clearly defined and not likely to be confused with 
military installations. Both the Huambo Cathedral and 
the Cunje maternity home are frequented by peaceful 
citizens, mostly children, women, and elderly people. We 
must reflect upon this point: How would the puppets 
claim responsibility for these actions? In other words, 
how would they be instructed by General Magnus Malan 
to justify this criminal action? Most certainly they would 
say that it was resounding victory against a FAPLA 
column, which included Soviet and Cuban military men. 


In trying to perpetrate such a repugnant and savage act 
against the Huambo Catholics the lackeys once again 
revealed the true image of the group, which some West- 
ern politicians try to potray as a liberation movement. 
The planting of a time bomb reinforced by 3 kg of TNT 
in a religious place is an act of pure terrorism and there 
can be no doubt about it. It is a kind of terrorism that 
many Western governments claim they are prepared to 
fight, because they feel that whoever practices it deserves 
ruthless neutralization and never the honor to sit at a 
negotiating table. 


In Angola, the issue of terrorism cannot be viewed 
differently, because its perpetrators are also o ‘laws and 
are therefore criminals. 


This is not the first time that UNITA has selected 
civilian and religious institutions as targets, nor will it be 
the last, not as long as Washington and Pretoria leaders 
and certain accomplices in other European and African 
countries continue to give them assistance. One might as 
well ask: What would President Reagan’s administration 
do if on a Sunday someone planted a bomb in a New 
York church? 


Defense Minister Meets OAU Delegation 
MB070626 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] In Luanda this afternoon, a Defense Ministry 
delegation headed by Defense Minister Colonel General 
Pedro Maria Tonha received the OAU delegation led by 
Secretary General Ide Oumarou, who is in our country to 
assess the effects of the war of aggressing on us by 
racist South Africa and its UNITA lackeys. The OAU 
delegation, which is also visiting our country to evaluate 
the degree of direct U.S. interference in the internal 
affairs of the People’s Republic of Angola, discussed the 
military situation in the country, which is worsening 
daily. 


When he received the OAU delegation, Col Gen Pedro 
Maria Tonha stated: 
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[begin Tonha recording] It is with great pleasure that we 
receive this from our Organiza- 


high-ranking 

ticn of African Unity, led by His Excellency the secretary 
general. Undoubtedly, we are happy that these high- 
ranking figures are visiting our country to learn abo. its 
situation. Our country has been a target for aggre:sion 
since independence. There are no doubts that, amone the 
country, especially with regard to the peoples fighting for 
their independence and fighting against apartheid in 
southern Africa. 


Racist South Africa is waging an undeclared war on us. 
There is not doubt that the OAU, the peaceloving 
countries, and the United Nations must work actively in 
order to alleviate the present war situation experienced 
by Angola and the Frontline States. We believe that with 
a joint effort apartheid is bound to disappear. That is 
why we are happy to see this OAU delegation, which is 
here to learn about the situation in Angola, so that it can 
contribute to the resolution of the southern African 
issue. 


We will be able to (%hear about) the real political and 
military situation along our border and inside our coun- 
try, about racist South Africa’s actions against our peo- 
ple, and the constant violation of our country’s sover- 
eignty. [end recording] 


After this speech by Angolan Defense Minister Col Gen 
Pedro Maria Tonha, Captain (Guedes), a senior officer 
in the FAPLA forces, spoke about the military situation 
in Angola, emphasizing especially southern and south- 
eastern Angola, where the racist South African Army— 
which has powerful weaponary and is complemented by 
the UNITA puppets as well as mercenaries of various 
nationalities—is trying to take the strategic town of 
Cuito Cuanavale. 


The OAU delegation at the meeting included Zambian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Luke Mwananshiku, Cape 
Verde Foreign Affairs Minister Silvino da Luz, the 
Nigerian ambassador to the United States, and other 
senior OAU officials. 


The Angolan Defense Ministry delegation was led by Col 
Gen Pedro Maria Tonha and included senior FAPLA 


The meeting was also attended by Angolan External 
Relations Minister Comrade Afonso van Dunem and 
Comrade Manuel Pedro Pacavira, the angoian ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations. 


Meanwhile, in Luanda this morning Comrade President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos received the OAU delegation. 
Later, the OAU delegation met with an External Rela- 
tions Ministry delegation by External Relations Minister 
Comrade Afonso van Dunem. 
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Commentary on OAU Mission 
MB06 1640 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 


1200 GMT 6 Apr 88 


{[ANGOP Commentary: “Southern Africa: The Facts”; 
From the “For the Record program”] 


[Text] An OAU mission is in Angola to evaluate direct 
U.S. involvement in the internal affairs of this southern 
African country, at a time when the latest events in the 
region show it is one of the most turbulent regions on 
earth, like the Persian Gulf, the Middle East, and Central 
America. 


The representatives of the pan-African Organization 
have come to collect information which will be presented 
to U.S. congressmen in Washington, who in turn will try 
to persuade the Senate to stop its interference in Angola, 
as evidenced mainly by its support to the UNITA 
puppets. 


But U.S. involvement in this sovereign and independent 
country of southern Africa has other aspects, such as the 
United States’ connivance with the Pretoria regime, the 
main instigator of destabilization in southern Africa. 
This is a region where apartheid, aggression, and colo- 
nialism, orchestrated by the same government—the Pre- 
toria white minority—are conditions which derive from 
that single pocket of tension disturbing the peoples of the 
region. 


If an impartial assessment is made of the climate of 
tension prevailing in southern Africa, the conclusion 
must be that Pretoria is committing an international 
crime of destabilization in the region. 


Angola and Mozambique are the main victims of South 
Africa’s aggressive policy, due to their stand on the 
liberation of southern Africa, and their political systems, 
which seek the complete emancipation of their respec- 
tive peoples. 


Gloomy particulars of this warmongering policy show 
that since the beginning of South African aggression, 
Angola has suffered 2 $20 20 billion loss, or 600 billion 
kwanzas. The war has also produced | 20,000 refugees, 


and displaced 600,000. 


In Mozambique, the war of aggression has produced 
many deaths, 500,000 refugees, and $12 billion in mate- 


there are about 9,000 of its scidiers. South Africa 
recently formed a puppet ¢>vernment in the region for 
UNITA, its faithful servant. The aim is to deceiv: 
international opinion about its wish for a territorial 
division. This is another bantustan, similar to the cxirt- 
ing ones inside South Africa, which the international 
community has never recognized. 
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ried out by the Pretoria authorities, which led South 
African President Pieter Botha to accuse it some time 
Oe OT ee ee ee 
embarrassed by the worsening internal situation, Preto- 

ria insists in occupying Namibia, in disregard of UN 
Security Council Resolution 435/78. 


In southern Africa, Pretoria’s leaders, who are responsi- 
ble for the aggression, apartheid and colonialism, cyni- 
cally disregard the norms of international law because 
they enjoy the support of certain Western powers, some 
UN Security Council members, who contribute in many 
ways to the survival of the racist regime. 


The facts of the matter will again be explained to 
international public opinion after the OAU mission ends 
its tour of Angola. 


Ambassador to Moscow Meets With Soviet Official 
MB070958 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] In Moscow the day before yesterday, Jose Cesar 
"hike cudunan af Ge A-neupen huiet 


—— 
ical and economic areas. 
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During the meeting in [word indistinct], the Angolan 
ambassador was informed about the creation of the 
USSR Foreign Economic Relations Ministry. This min- 
istry was created in the wake of the recent merger 
between the USSR State Committee for Foreign Eco- 
nomic Relations and the USSR Ministry of Trade. 


Angolan, Zambian Press Sign Accord 
MB061723 Dakar PANA in English 1715 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


{Text} Lusaka, 6 April (ZANA/PANA)}—ZAMBIA 
NEWS AGENCY (ZANA) and the ANGOLAN PRESS 
AGENCY (ANGOP) Wednesday signed an agreement 
for an exchange of news. 


The agreement was signed in Luanda by Zambia's 
ambassador to Angola, Jackson Chalikulima, an’ 
ANGOP director general, Julio Guerra Cartoso. 


Botswana 


RSA Claim ea Raid Victim's ANC Link Rejected 
MBO071935 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1610 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] The Botswana Government has dismissed as a 
deliberate [words indistinct] article in the South African 
daily, THE CITIZEN, that oce of the people killed in the 
raid on Gaborone last week was Solomon Moiefe, special 
commander of the ANC. 


The (?young) man who was killed during the raid [words 
indistinct] has been :dentified by Botswana as Charles 
— oe this covntry as a refugee since 
1979. 


Commenting on the CITIZEN’s report an eternal 
affairs said such imaginary reports were 
expected from what he termed a mouthpiece of the 
South African Government which has come to realize 
that it has murdered innocent people including three 
young women. 


The spokesman said it has now become clear that the 
reason of the South African murderers in burning the 
bodies of the victims was to destroy their identities in 
order to tell lies to cover up their terrorist [word indis- 
tinct] 


The spokesman stressed the Botswana Government, 
unlike THE CITIZEN, is not guessing about the identity 
of Mr Charles Mokwena. A South African journalist 
based in Johannesburg telephoned the Botswana News 
Agency and said his newspaper had [word indistinct] 
with the family of Solon on Mr iefe in Johannesburg that 
Solomon Molefe had been killed in Gaborone, and they 
had said the story in THE CITIZEN was news to them. 


Mapste “ar Bomb Victim in ‘Critical’ Condition 
AB081051 Paris AFP in English 1036 GiST 8 Apr 88 


Mussagy, who received serious head injuries 


(Unatt: buted commentary] 
[Text] The murderers have returned to Maputo. They 
have been here on number o7 occasions. They once came 
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What ts the root cause of this very difficult situation we 


and b+ :adlependent? 
The cause is ⁊ different one. The main cause, the root 
Cause, is the continuous and aggression thal 


our independence, thus destroying our means of paying 
the debts we acquired. li ts this aggression that continurs 
to sow among us death. destruction and misery, pr=vent- 
ing us from producing. transporting our goods. exporting 


Malawi. has sad that the number of displaced Mozam- 
becans in that naghboring country has been increasing 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 
recently. He revealed ths m a recent interview with 
Radio Mozaminque in Maputo The Mozambican dip- 
lomat recalled that when he was appointed to his posi a 
year ago, there were 70.000 displaced Mozambicans m 
Matawi. Now, there are 432.000 displaced Mozambi- 
cans 
[Begin Mahanjane recordiag] There are Mozambicans 
who came from Zambezia Province. There are people 
came from Namarroi, Luabo. Mope.a, as well as Mor- 
rumbaia. These people are concentrated im the southern 
region of Malawi in Nsanje. Likewise, there are peopic 
who came from Sofala, northern Sofala, from the dis- 
tncts of Marromeu, Chiringoma, C2ia, am] Chemba., 
having crossed the nver to Malawi. 

There are even people who came from Manica Prov:nce. 
It seems difficult to beheve when we say that there are 
displaced Mozambicens in Malawi coming from Manica 
Province. People usually ask: How is that possible? 
However, for poopie who follow the sitr sion, particu- 
larty in my case, having worked im the office of natural 
disasters, it rs true that there are people who came from 
Guro and Tambara. When, in 1982, Manica Province 
wes hit by armed banditry and drought, particularty the 
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Transportation Misister “eparts fer 
MBO71177 % 
1030 GMT 


if 
| 
i 


Archbeshop Tutu n arcomyanerd by nine Anghcan brsb- 
Ops t0 the densety-populmcd northern regsons and will 
return tomorrow 1 tne to condscl a Church service on 
Sunday mt Kstutura townshep outnde Wendhoc’™ 


The Anglican prele and atoxt 25 bishops from 


Topecs of drscasmon by the synod would cover the 
general ssturton m vouthern Africa and the state of the 
navows m hrs provence. Archtrshep Tate sd. 
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The two men were then driven to the central police 
station in Gaborone—Mr Meyer between two policemen 
in a police vehicle and Mr Coetzee between two police- 
men in his car. 


At the police station, Mr Meyer produced the documen- 
tation relating to the Wesbank matter, but was told that 
this was unsatisfactory. He was told to make a statement 
in writing. 


When he had done this, he was told that his statement 
was unacceptable and his interrogators wanted to know 
“the real reason” for their visit. 


Mr Coetzee was interrogated separately. The two South 
Africans were then “thrown into the back of a police 
van” and taken to a second police station, believed to be 
CID [Criminal Investigation Department] headquarters, 
“‘where people stared at us from behind the blinds”. 


After this, they were taken to a third police station where 
they were made to strip, to the extent of removing their 


shoes and glasses. 


Interrogation continued and one of the policemen 
described them as “white terrorists”. 


Mr Meyer said they were put into a cell which contained 
one blanket and no water. After roll call they were put in 
separate cells, Mr Meyer with five black suspects and Mr 
Coetzee with eight. 


Shortly afterwards, they were taken out in handcuffs and 
driven back to CID headquarters. Here interrogations by 
two men in plainclothes, one believed to be a colonel and 
the other a captain, took place. It transpired the colonel 
knew Mr Meyer because the South African is a witness in 
a pending case at Maun relating to massive thefts of 
landrovers from South Africa. 


Mr Coetzee, a former policeman, was questioned exten- 
sively about his background. Reference was made to the 
SA Defence Force raid into Gaborone in which four 
people were killed. 


After further interrogation, lasting about an hour, the 
men’s passports were returned. 


“The colonel asked me ‘what we planned to do. I said we 
intended going to Nata (between Francistown and 
Maun), but he ordered us to leave the country immedi- 
ately via the nearest border post,” Mr Meyer said. 


The incident has been reported to the Department of 
Foreign Affairs which earlier this week sent a strong 
protest note to Botswana over the treatment afforded to 
South African tourists at the Mashangu Nature Reserve, 
where a South African businessman was detained at 
gunpoint by Botswana troops and other harassed by 
soldiers who pointed rifles at them. 
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‘Security Threat’ Seen 
MB080530 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The action taken last weekend by Botswana 
soldiers against South African tourists appears, by all 
accounts, to have been entirely inexplicable and to have 
caused unnecessary tensions in relations between South 
Africa and Botswana. 


Botswana, together with Lesotho and Swaziland, has 
particularly close and traditional ties with South Africa. 
Indeed, in the early part of this century, the intention 
was that these three countries would eventually unite 
with South Africa. Lesotho and Swaziland have had their 
political disagreements with South Africa in the past, but 
the governments of both these countries have been able 
to find an accommodation with South Africa that is 
based on mutual interests. 


These very same interests are to be found in the case of 
Botswana. They include extensive bilateral trade, a labor 
agreement under which 28,000 Botswana citizens work 
in South Africa, and road, rail and air links without 
which Botswana would, to a serious extent, be isolated 
from her main trading partners. Like Lesotho and Swa- 
ziland, Botswana is a member of the Southern African 
Customs Union, in terms of which sizeable customs 
revenues are paid to them by South Africa. Among many 
areas of cooperation involving the private sector, South 
African mining interests have developed the diamond 
mines of Botswana, whose output has been responsible 
for Botswana evolving from one of the world’s least 
developed countries into one of the few African states 
with a healthy national economy. 


A weak link in relations between the two countries 
concerns stability and national security. Given the polit- 
ical factors at play in southern Africa, stability is indi- 
visible. The national security of one country is influ- 
enced by the level of security in its neighbors. It is in this 
respect that Botswana perceives a problem in her rela- 
tions with South Africa. 


South Africa’s stand on this issue is clear-cut. It is that 
because of national security considerations she cannot 
tolerate the harboring by neighboring countries of terror- 
ists operating against South Africa. And, her request to 


Botswana is to stop giving sanctuary to such terrorists. 


Botswana has consistently rejected this request. Yet, the 
problem that Botswana perceives is one that can easily 
be resolved. South Africa’s nonaggression treaties with 
Mozambique and Swaziland, and the understanding 
between South Africa and Lesotho on security matters, 
point the way for Botswana. 
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For South Africa, threats to her national security repre- 
sent the only major obstacle to cordial relations with her 
neighbors. Insofar as Botswana is concerned, the deci- 
sion is firmly in the hands of the Government of Bots- 
wana. If it does take a decision to remove this obstacle to 
improved relations with South Africa, it will, at the same 
time, be making a positive contribution to greater stabil- 
ity in southern Africa as a whole. 


Chief Justice Defends Independence of Judiciary 
MB071219 Johannesburg SAPA in aeaaealll 
1152 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] Cape Town April 7 SAPA—The acting chief 
justice of South Africa, Mr Justice P.J. Rabie,. today 
rejected with scorn unfounded allegations in the media, 
especially in overseas papers, about the state of the South 
African judiciary. Opening the first. National Bar Con- 
ference in Cape Town, he said the South African legal 
system was “‘as good or better, than the rest of the world. 
He rejected reports in the media on the "Sharpeville Six“ 
and said the statements were "untrue and scandalous.“ 


He also referred to a report by a United States human 
rights committee which claimed that security and terror- 
ism trials were moved to country areas in South Africa, 
“to make it difficult for observers and journalists to 
attend.” He said the report implied that the government 
saw to it that only certain judges heard cases which 
affected the security of the state. “These allegations are 
untrue and I reject it with scorn,” he said. - 


He said the judiciary in South Africa was “completely 
independent” and of a very high standard. 


Homeland Law ‘Insidious Attack’ on Civil Rights 
MBO070910 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 Apr 88 p 6 


[By Patrick Laurence] 


[Text] An amendment to Bophuthatswana’s Constitu- 
tion—introduced and passed on the same day—is an 
“insidious attack” on the Declaration of Fundamental 
Rights enshrined in the document, says Professor 
Marinus Wiechers of the University of South Africa. | 


But Bophuthatswana Foreign Minister Mr Solomon 
Rathebe says the amendment reinforces and protects the 
constitutionally guaranteed fundamental rights of 
Bophuthatswana citizens. 


The controversial amendment introduces two new 
Clauses into the Declaration of Fundamental Rights 
which Professor wiechers helped draft for Bophuthats- 
wana before it became nominally independent in 
December 1977. 


The first clause empowers Bophuthatswana’s president 


to delay Supreme Court proceedings brought against the 
State or its Ministers or officials if, after consulting the 
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National Security Council, he is satisfied that replying 
affidavits from the State, its Ministers or officials may 
prejudice government investigations into charges of con- 
spiracy, rebell on, treason or insurrection. 


He can postpone court proceedings for an initial period 
of up to two months and thereafter for a further maxi- 
mum period of one month. 


The second clause empowers the Minister of Law and 
Order, acting through the Attorney-General, to delay the 
trial of persons charged such offences until the State 
investigation is complete. 


The Minister may also deny “any person”—including 
lawyers—access to people detained on suspicion of plot- 
ting to overthrow the State. 


The amendment was introduced in mid-March, a little 
more than a month after the February 10 bid by elements 
of the Bophuthatswana security forces to overthrow the 
government of President Lucas Mangope. 


Professor Wiechers describes the amendment as an 
insidious, rather than direct, assault on the Declaration 
of Fundamental Rights. 


Apart from guaranteeing rights to life and liberty and to 
freedom of expression and assembly, the Declaration 
states that all persons charged with a criminal offence 
should have “adequate time and facilities to prepare 
their defence as well as the right to defend themselves 
though legal assistance of their own choosing.” 


In his reply to Professor Wiechers, Mr Rathebe notes 
that Bophuthatswana’s Constitution stipulates that 
power and authority should be “exercise through the 
chosen representatives of the people.” 


Initially it appeared that the Constitution protected that 
principle adequately, but lately we have observed that 
these rights can be abused and public interests threate- 
ned...What we have done is to reinforce the spirit of the 
Constitution rather than act in conflict with it.“ 


Viok Releases Details of Police Actions 
MBO071211 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok has 
released details on recent police measures. Replying to a 
wide range of questions in parliament, Mr Vlok says 84 
children being held under emergency regulations have 
been hospitalized for various reasons ranging from chest 
pains to sore knees. Mr Vlok also disclosed 50 meetings 
had been prohibited in term of the regulations, over 500 
complaints have been lodged against municipal police 
actions, and almost 1,000 people have been arrested 
illegally. 
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KwaNdebele Reaffirms Independence Intention 
MB070915 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 Apr 88 p 4 


[By Paul Olivier] 


(tT ext] The KwaNdebele government intends to gain 
as soon as possible, the Chief Minister, Mr 

Majozi Mahlangu, said at the official opening of the 

KwaNdebele stall at the Rand Show yesterday. 


He was speaking after the appellate division rejected the 
incorporation of Moutse into the homeland, depriving it 
of a third of its land and 120,000 people. 


He said the homeland was committed to a free enterprise 
system in which people would be encouraged to become 
self-employed. 


The Chief Minister called on investors outside KwaN- 
debele to develop industries in the homeland “in a 
climate of attractive financial concessions, commercial 
centres and farming projects in which the people of the 
homeland are encouraged to become self-employed oper- 
ators.” 


Mr Mahlangu said his country had already started expe- 
—* the adverse effects of South Africa’s political 
1 tion. 


“But trade and commerce override political barriers. We 
have already seen how we can trade with overseas 
countries despite their political disagreement. This 
shows clearly that trade and industry is the common 
denominator between all nations.” 


Office Denies UK Investment Plan 
MB071039 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
7 Apr 88 pp 1, 2 


[By Mike Robertson] 


[Text] London—The SA coal industry’s office has 
angrily rejected reports that SA producers are planning 
to buy into Britain’s electricity industry when it is 
privatised. 


The London DAILY MAIL reported yesterday that SA 
businessmen were planning to buy into the electricity 
industry in a bid to secure an assured market for coal 
exports. 


The report noted SA exported just 500,000 tons of coal 
to the UK, as opposed to the 103-million tons pioduced 
locally and total imports of 10.75-million tons. 


“Since the privatisation plan for electricity was 
announced, the South Africans have been secretly draw- 
ing up a strategy to get in one the act, turning Britain into 
a * overseas market for its coal,” the DAILY MAIL 
said. 
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“Because of the secrecy shrouding the entire operation, it 
is not known what form any SA interests will take, 
whether they will involve the buy-out of generating and 
distribution installations or simply take the form of a 
shareholding in some of the privatised set-ups,” the 
report continued. 


Robert Swain, director of the office of the SA Coal 
Industry, said the report was a complete fabrication. 


He agreed the privatisation of British electricity—which 
will result in individual power stations being able to 
import coal from the cheapest source rather than being 
locked into contracts to buy British coal—did represent 
an opportunity for SA coal exporters to increase their 
market share. 


But, the suggestion that they would try to achieve this by 
buying into the privatised electricity companies was 
completely devoid of truth. 


Swain said he had written to the DAILY MAIL rejecting 
its claims and also complaining about its attempt to link 
the SA coal industry with the SA government. 


Swain said a planned visit by coal industry chiefs to 
Britain later this month was chiefly concerned with 
Opposing any moves to impose sanctions on SA coal. 


Swain also denied that a recent trip to SA by a group of 
Conservative MP’s was linked to the claimed secret plan 
to buy into British electricity. 


The MP’s, he said, had gone to SA to see for themselves 
conditions in the mines and to see what the effect of 
sanctions against SA coal would be. 


A report issued by the MP’s—Energy Select Commi.tee 
Chairman Sir Ian Lloyd, Neil Hamilton, Michael Brown 
and David Mudd—concluded that: 


“Sanctions against the SA coal industry should not be 
applied by the British Government and should be vigor- 
ously opposed in the European communities; the indus- 
try should be supported in its opposition to the remain- 
ing discriminatory legislation maintained in place by the 
SA Government; the industry’s non-discriminatory 
| cman practices should be recognised and support- 


Zimbabwe 


ANC Figure Urges Support for Revolution 
MB061727 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] The ANC representative in Zimbabwe, Comrade 
(Eddie Mazimba), says the liberation struggle inside 
South Africa has reached a [words indistinct]. Comrade 
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(Mazimba) told the ZBC in Harare today that the South 
African revolution can no longer be reversed and that 
each time the racist oppressors try to suppress they get 
the opposite results. 
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He called on all progressive forces throughout the world 
to give material and moral support for the struggling 
South African masses. 
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Burkina Faso 


Detainees Deny Torture; Journalist Expelled 
ABO071123 Dakar PANA in French 
0932 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text] rr, 7 Apr (AIB/PANA)—No former 
Burkinabe officials have been mistreated or tortured 
during detention f the 15 October 1987 coup 
d’etat. This was on Wednesday [6 April] in a 
BURKINA NEWS AGENCY dispatch which repeated 
an official denial by the security services of Burkina 
Faso. This denial, which has dismissed the allegations of 
Stephen Smith, Radio rrance International West Africa 
correspondent, has been confirmed in statements made 
by the officials of the former regime. 


ern cag a gly che yp on aay cer gene 
minister; Captain Ousseni Compaore, former com- 
mander of the the National Gendarmerie; Moussa Diallo, 
his assistant; Captain Laye Dihiri, former regiment com- 
mander; Lieutenant Daouda Traore, former field force 
commander, head of the customs department, and dep- 
uty director of the People’s National Service; as well as 
Captain Tiousse Ani stated before the national and 
international press that they had never been mistreated 
or tortured during their detention and that they were in 
good health. 


Mr Smith, who was present at this meeting of the press 
and saw the released detainees, refused to speak and was 
unable to provide details about his own statement. He 
has therefore been expelled from Burkina Faso and 
declared persona non grata. 


ABO071840 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


WEST AFRICA 15 


[Begin recording] [Smith] Well, | was arrested on my 
arrival at the airport early in the morning and then I was 
immediately taken to the state security building there in 
where I had to wait for about 6 hours. 
When I was taken away [words indistinct] to the director 
of national security but much to my surprise, I was 
supposed to attend an conference. The 
Burkinabe press, radio, and TV had been (?called in) as 
well as [words indistinct) former political detainees, 
amongst them two former ministers, the two you men- 
tioned—Basile Guissou and Valere Some. 


[Whyte] And why were the two ministers there, do you 
think? 


[Smith] Well, I think the two ministers were there so as 
to give their account of what happened when they were 
detainees. They were treed about 10 days ago. And the 
first question put to me was rather significant. | was 
asked on account of which sources I had earlier reported 
that some of the political detainees have been tortured in 
pers7u, precisely at the very end of December. But on my 
bet.alf, I categorical'y refused to reveal my sources and in 
general to participate in what I consider to be rather an 
unacceptable situation to me as well as for the former 
political prisoners. 


[Whyte] Did the two ministers who you said had been 


previously tortured, did they confirm or deny your story 
or what did they say? 


{Smith} Well, yesterday they did not say anything in my 
presence. As they were brought upstairs to the room 
prepared for the press conference, a little bit after my 
arrival at the (building), as soon as I saw the whole 


10 days ago and as far as | know, no independent 
journalist had an ocassion to talk to them and I do not 
know how much pressure is put on them, whether they 
can speak up their minds freely. Right now, I do not 
know. 


[Whyte] Apparently, they are denying that they were 
ever tortured. Do you think that you might have got you 


story wrong? 


=| 


[Smith] I do not think so, because I reported on accounts 
that several independent eyewitness reports, and I was 
not the only one. I do not know what sources the 
Amnesty International and the International Federation 
for Human Rights [words indistinct) but I saw that they 
reported exactly the same thing, the same circumstances, 
the same details, and the same dates. 


[Whyte] Now, I also gather that the Burkinabe are 
claiming they hold some kind of a United States spy. 
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[Smith] Well, they were not very specific as to what kind 
of spy I am and the authorities did not say so but it was 
written in the rather official SIDWAYA national news- 
paper. A whole page was written on my behaif yesterday 
and [words indistinct] in the title already whether I am 
or not a journalist or a spy. But nothing was said about 
for whom I was supposed to spy. 


[Whyte] Are you a spy? 


[Smith] I do not think so. I have been working in the 
region for more than 4 years right now and even the 
article in SIDWAYA [words indistinct] that I have been 
in the region for so long a time and again, I have been 
expelled a couple of times for being a spy. This is once 
again. [sentence as heard] [end recording] 


Burkina-Algeria Joint Commission Meeting Opens 
ABO71441 Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] As part of the third session of the Algeria- 
Burkina Faso joint commission, officials from both 
countries began meeting this morning to review their 


mad Hadj Hassan), and minister of planning and coop- 
eration, Comrade Youssouf Ouedraogo. During 3 days, 
the experts from both countries will focus their discus- 
sions on the strengthening and consolidation of achieve- 
ments made so far. 


The 1984 meeting in Ouagadougou, the 1986 meeting in 
Algiers, and the recent meeting in Algiers between Pres- 
idents Chadli Bendjedid and Blaise Compaore are fur- 
ther evidence of a more dynamic and beneficial cooper- 
tion between the two countries. This ion, which 
{words indistinct] with the advent of the revolution, has 
already been fruitful. [passage omitted] 


The Algerian vice minister in charge of cooperation, Mr 
(Muhamed Hadj Hassan), stressed the [word indistinct] 
of these privileged and friendly relations of cooperation 
between Algeria and Burkina Faso. He described as 
{words indistinct] the recent talks between Presidents 
= Benjedid and Blaise Compaore. [passage omit- 


The Gambia 


Official Denies Ghanaian Role in Coup Piet 
AB071730 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 7 Apr 88 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Today is the 3d day of the treason trial in The 
Gambia where four men are being charged with attempt- 
ing to overthrow the government of President Jawara. 


WEST AFRICA 


One of the aii:gations against them is that they were 
involved in sending people to Libya for military training 
under the leader of Gambia’s abortive 1981 coup 
attempt, Kukoi Samba Sanyang, who currently lives in 
Tripoli. His military trainees were apparently transited 
to Libya via Ghana. Well, Ghana’s secretary for foreign 
affairs, Obed Asamoah, is in The Gambia at the 
moment, and our West Africa correspondent, Elizabeth 
Blunt, asked him if Ghana had known anything about 
the operation. 


[Begin recording] [Asamoah] No, we did know about the 
use of our territory by these elements. Anyway, we had 
no hand in what they were doing and I can tell you that 
as a matter of policy, we have no interest in destabilizing 
the government of The Gambia or the Government of 
Senegal. So, the Ghana Government is not involved. We 
know that evidence may have been made which would 
give the impression or some kind of official color to 
some of the activities. But as far as we are concerned, 
that kind of evidence is the impression of some of the 
witnesses that they have and its pure illusion. The Ghana 
Government is not in anyway involved. 


[Blunt] Because there has been some talk of people being 
met in Accra Airport by cars and drivers, men in 
uniform, apparently Ghanaian uniforms being involved. 


{[Asamoah] Well, if there was a case of their imperson- 
ation, we cannot tell. But I can tell you that this is pure 
illusion. The Ghana Government in no way provided 
any assistance to anybody trying to destabilize The 
Gambia. In fact, we did not know of the existence of 
these elements. I mean, Accra is a transit point, you 
know, for any passengers, and travelers, and anybody 
can come and go, and it is not possible for the Ghana 
Government at any time to know what is on the mind of 
any passenger who is passing through Ghana. 


[Blunt] Did The Gambian government approach you 
about this when the plot came to light? 


[Asamoah] Yes, and that was in February. And as a 
result of that, we sent a special delegation to explain our 
position to both the presidents of The Gambia and 
Senegal. And it was at that time that we got wind of the 
attempt being made by some elements to (?implicate) the 
Ghana Government. We believe that we have disabused 
the minds of the authorities in both the Senegal and 
Gambia. [end recording] 


Opposition Leader Urges Jawara To Step Down 
ABO071436 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Veroni- 
que Edward] 


[Text] President Moussa Camara, leader of the Gambian 
Pecple’s Party, is still dismayed over his defeat in the 
elections last year that saw President Sir Dawda Jawara 
return to power: 
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[Begin recording] [Camara] Certainly there was evidence 
of multiple voting. There is absolutely no doubt about 
that, and there was clear evidence of the government 
using the local government machinery to coerce people, 
threatening them if they were not towing the government 
line they will be dismissed. The results could have been 
more different than what they are if it were not for the 


, pressure that the government used. 


[Edward] You were once the vice president of this 
country, and when you were then in power did you so 
much as express the views now that you are expressing in 
this party? 


[Camara] When I was in government, I had always said 
this even right now—even few hours ago—I was making 
this remark: Sir Dawda was an excellent leader, there is 
absolutely no doubt about it, he was very vigilant, but 
over the years, maybe, that he is getting tired or so, and 
he is not very particular about things now. This type of 
rigging that took place in the last election has never 
happened in the history of this country. It has never 
happened, there has never been any multiple voting here. 


[Edward] Do you think it is time for him to step down? 


Camara] Well, I think so. There is absolutely no doubt 
about that. I think it is time; he has gone for over 20 
years by the time he finishes his term, he will be pretty 
over 30 years, and I do not think it will be advisable for 
him to go beyond that. I wish him a happy retirement, 
otherwise we will have to force him out. There is 
absolutely no doubt about it. He would either go or we 
will push him out. 


{[Edward)0 You look very relaxed. Are you happy with 
yourself? 


[Camara] Oh yes, (?and strangely) I am very good loser. 
I am extremely happy with myself because there is hope. 
[end recording] 


Liberia 


SUNTIMES Reporter Arrested Following Ban 
ABO71631 Paris AFP in English 1615 GMT 7 Apr 88 


ext] Monrovia, April 7 (AFP)—Liberian security 
orces have arrested a reporter of the independent SUN 
TIMES newspaper which was banned Wednescay, [6 
April] local press reports said Thursday. The newspaper 
was banned after the authorities accused it of publishing 
“lies and misinformation designed to give a negative 
impression” of the country. 


The reports said that the journalist, Thomas Nimely, was 
picked up immediately following the banning order and 
detained at Monrovia military barracks for being the 
author of one of the stories carried in the newspaper this 
week. The story concerned the alleged dismissal of the 
commander of the special anti-terrorist unit. 
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SUN TIMES Executive Editor Larry Williams was also 
arrested and taken to the Defense Ministry for question- 
ing but was later released, the reports said. 


In another development, the authorities confirmed that 
some independent newspaper publishers have had their 
telephone and water supplies cut off because they owed 
huge utility arrears. The Information Ministry said bills 
from the electricity and telecommunications companies 
showed that the publishers owed 32,000 dollars. 


Information Minister Comments 
ABO71733 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There is a real confrontation building up in 
Liberia between the Information Ministry and the press 
there. Yesterday, the authorities banned the independent 
SUNTIMES newspaper, accusing it of publishing lies 
and misinformation designed to give a negative impres- 
sion of the country. The Liberian Government has also 
ordered public corporations not to advertise in the 
independent press and some newspaper publishers have 
had their water and telephone supplies cut off. Now, it is 
revealed that a SUNTIMES journalist has been arrested. 
But Liberia’s information minister, Emmanuel Bowier, 
is unrepentant. From Monrovia, Isaac Bantu cabled this 
report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Last night, Informa- 
tion Minister Bowier issued a statement explaining the 
government’s position. He said that he will take action 
against individual or news media which, according to 
him, engaged in a deliberate misinformation campaign 
aimed at discrediting the Government uf Liberia. For its 
part, the Press Union of Liberia says it is going to take 
legal action against Bowier in order to protect journal- 
ists. 


The union says it is issuing a writ of habeas corpus on the 
Government of Liberia to produce the living body of the 
detained SUNTIMES reporter (Thomas Nirmley) who is 
reported to have been detained at a military ↄrison. Mr 
(Nimley) was picked up yesterday following the banning 
of the paper by the government for refusing to disclose 
the source of a story he wrote in the paper about the 
alleged detention of the commander of the special anti- 
terrorist unit. At an emergency meeting held today, the 
union expressed concern that the SUNTIMES reporter, a 
civilian, had been held for the last 24 hours at a military 
prison without charge, which is in contravention of the 
Liberian Constitution. The union has meanwhile said it 
is seeking an audience with President Doe to discuss 
press freedom in the country. [end recording] 
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Paper Denies Allegations of Large Debt 
ABO72124 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Text) The management of FOOTPRINTS TODAY has 
clariiied that it is regrettable that the Ministry of Infor- 
mation has felt it necessary to point fingers and accuse 
FOOTPRINTS TODAY of owing the national telephone 
company arrears of about $17,000. Reacting to a press 
statement issued by the Information Ministry yesterday 


to [words 
indistinct} because it will be naive and a national dis- 
grace if FOOTPRINTS TODAY were to start pointing 
out the institutions which are indebted to it and the 
period of indebtedness adding, we love our country too 
much for that. 


The management further said that suffice it to. say 
however that the information is false. The Liberia Tele- 


LTC owes FOOTPRINTS TODAY. 


Commentary on Compaore 
AB071758 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 

[Text] The leader of Burkina Faso’s Popular Front 
government, Captain Blaise Compaore, is still struggling 
to make friends in West Africa. And perhaps, his most 
important success since coming to power last October, 


has been to get himself invited to Nigeria. Compaore’s 
2-day visit there ended last night. From Lagos, Tunde 
Obadine cabled this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Despite some public 
criticisms of the visit from Nigerians who had not 
forgiven Compaore for Sankara’s death, Compaore’s 
visit is said to have been a success. However, the 
Burkinabe leader did not get from the Nigerians all that 


that the Nigerian Government had been unable to make 
an agreement with Burkina Faso for a .nonthly supply of 


‘crude oil as requested by the Burkinavde president. This, 


he said, was due to the government's new policy of 
commercializing the operation of the Nigeria National 
Petroleum Corporation. Under the new policy, the gov- 
ernment contracts for suppiying crude oil are to be 
phased out. The Burkinat= leader was told that Nigeria 


could only sell refined oĩl products to his country. 


However, President Ibrahim Babangida and Capt Com- 
paore were abl< to agree on a number of other issues, 
including the updating of the existing trade agreement 
between their two countries. Capt "s visit to 
Nigeria has been condemned by some Nigerians who felt 
that it was inappropriate for their government to play 
host to the man held responsible for the murder of 
Sankara. Apparently defending the Nigerian Govern- 
ment’s reception of Capt Compaore, external affairs 
minister, Maj Gen Nwachukwu, yesterday said, in inter- 
national business there are no permanent friends, only 
permanent interests. We cannot conduct Nigeria's for- 
eign policy on sentiment. [end recording] 

Passport Officers in Minna Arrested tor Fraud 
AB080843 Lagos Domestic Service in English 

0600 GMT 8 Apr 88 


{Text} All the members of the passport office in Minna, 
including the chief passport officer for the state, have 


been arrested by the police. A police statement in Minna 
said the arrest was in connection with the issuing of 
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